Jan Vickers

Odem High School

Odem, Texas

Title:  

Lead writing

Overview and Rationale

Students must recognize the primary news elements in a published story, and select the most important elements to lead their stories. To know how to focus on what is of primary importance, students need practice in writing leads that focus on each of the essential 5 W’s and the H.

Goals for Understanding

The student will be able to 

· identify the most important element in the lead of published stories

· write each of the six potential leads (who, what, where, when, how, and why)

· construct the most appropriate lead for own stories

Essential Question

· How does a writer get most critical information to reader?

Critical Engagement Questions

· What should be included in a story lead?
· How does a writer move sentence elements within a lead?
Activities


Activity One (55-minute class period)

· Teacher will present the 5 W’s and the H of news stories (who, what, where, when, how, and why), giving examples of stories that lead with each one.

· In large group, class will consider leads of stories from three different eras (1900, 1945, current) from standpoint of the essentials. 

· Students will use copies of local paper to locate six story leads, each one beginning with a different one of the 5  W’s and the H. Clip, mount and label examples.


Activity Two (55-minute class period)

· Students will view peer collections on document camera, 
(1) to verify the identification of lead;

(2)     to consider if another of the essentials would make an appropriate beginning for the story.

· In pairs, students will practice leads.  The end product will include one of each of the six potential leads (who, what, where, when, why, and how).
· Using document camera, pairs will present their leads to class for discussion.
Activity Three (55-minute class period)

· Choose a school-related topic (not necessarily deep in nature to save time as the point here is the writing of leads).  Write a lead to focus on each of the 5 W’s and the H.
Assessment

· Correct completion of 5 W’s & H collection

· Participation in group discussions 

· Correct writing of individual 5 W’s & H assignment
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